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The Heart of the Matter
Matthew 22:34-40

34Hearing that Jesus had
silenced the Sadducees, the
Pharisees got together. 3*One
Authentic spirituality is | of them, an expert in the law,
found in: tested him with this question:

3é"Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the
Law?" 3’Jesus replied: " 'Love
the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’
38This is the first and greatest
commandment. 3°And the
second is like it: 'Love your

p neighbor as yourself." 4°All
| toward others. the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two
commandments."”

i with God.

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which
look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full
of dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the
same way, on the outside you appear to people as
righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy
and wickedness. (Matthew 23:27-28)

"Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For | was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited
me in, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick
and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came
to visit me.’

"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and
go to visit you?'

"The King will reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you
did for me.”” (Matthew 25:34-40)

Where to go from here:

= Visit http://parkerhill.wordpress.com — where you will find
follow-up questions for you and your small group

» Read the following passages slowly, thoughtfully and
prayerfully:

* Monday: Psalm 63

» Tuesday: John 15:1-11

= Wednesday: James 1:22-25
» Thursday: 1 John 3:16-18

» Friday: 1 John 4:7-12



