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April 17-18, 2010 Paul McGuinness

The Lots: Thriving or Just Surviving?
Genesis 19:1-36

Genesis 13:12-13: . . . Lot lived among the cities of the plain and
pitched his tents near Sodom. **Now the men of Sodom were wicked
and were sinning greatly against the LORD.

Genesis 14: 12: Lot ... was living in Sodom.

Genesis 19: * The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot
was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to
meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. ? "My lords," he
said, "please turn aside to your servant's house. You can wash your feet
and spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning."
"No," they answered, "we will spend the night in the square.”

% But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and
entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without
yeast, and they ate. * Before they had gone to bed, all the men from
every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the
house. ° They called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them."

® Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him ’
and said, "No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. 8 Look, | have two
daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to
you, and you can do what you like with them. But don't do anything to
these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof."

° "Get out of our way," they replied. And they said, "This fellow
came here as an alien, and now he wants to play the judge! We'll treat
you worse than them." They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved
forward to break down the door.

1 But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the
house and shut the door. ** Then they struck the men who were at the
door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not
find the door.

2 The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else here—
sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs
to you? Get them out of here, ** because we are going to destroy this
place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has
sent us to destroy it."

14 S0 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were
pledged to marry his daughters. He said, "Hurry and get out of this
place, because the LORD is about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-
law thought he was joking.

1> With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry!
Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be
swept away when the city is punished."

16 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands
of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city,
for the LORD was merciful to them. *” As soon as they had brought them
out, one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look back, and don't
stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept
away!"

24 Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and
Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens. *° Thus he overthrew
those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities—
and also the vegetation in the land. ?° But Lot's wife looked back, and
she became a pillar of salt.

30 ot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the
mountains, for he was afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters
lived in a cave. ® One day the older daughter said to the younger, "Our
father is old, and there is no man around here to lie with us, as is the
custom all over the earth. 3 Let's get our father to drink wine and then lie
with him and preserve our family line through our father."

% That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older
daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware of it when she lay
down or when she got up.

34 The next day the older daughter said to the younger, "Last
night I lay with my father. Let's get him to drink wine again tonight, and
you go in and lie with him so we can preserve our family line through our
father." *®> So they got their father to drink wine that night also, and the
younger daughter went and lay with him. Again he was not aware of it
when she lay down or when she got up.

3 S0 both of Lot's daughters became pregnant by their father. **
The older daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the
father of the Moabites of today. *® The younger daughter also had a son,
and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of
today.
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Genesis 18: *® Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation,
and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. *° For | have
chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that
the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.

Good Directions:

— Lost at Sea —
An Interactive Exercise

You are adrift on a private yacht in the South Pacific. As a
consequence of a fire, much of the yacht and its contents
have been destroyed. Below is a list of the fifteen items that
are intact and undamaged after the fire. In addition to these
articles, you have oars and a serviceable rubber life raft large
enough to carry all the people, but not all the items. In addition
to the items on board, the total contents of all survivors'
pockets are a package of cigarettes, several books of
matches, and five one-dollar bills.

Your task is to rank the 15 items below in terms of their
importance to your survival, with 1 as most important and 15

as least important.

Sextant Small transistor Shaving mirror
radio
Shark repellent Mosquito netting 20 sq.ft. of opaque
plastic
5 gallon can of 1 case of rations Maps of the area
water
15 ft. of nylon rope | 2 boxes of Fishing kit

chocolate bars

= Make True North
= Journey with People who You
Journey People You can Help.
Next Steps:

- Go to http://parkerhill.wordpress.com for follow-up questions
related to this weekend'’s teaching.

- Join a Small Group. The SmGp insert in today’s bulletin lists the
groups we're offering this summer.

- Connect your students with their MungulLand, EpicKidz, Quake
or High School small group leader.

- Read “Max Q" by Stanley and Hall to see how you can develop
students of influence.

Seat cushion 2 gallon can of 1 quart of 160
(flotation device) oil/gas mixture proof rum

Some Tips:

1. Avoid arguing for your own individual judgments. Approach
the task on the basis of logic.

2. Avoid changing your mind if it is only to reach agreement
and avoid conflict. Support only solutions with which you are
able to agree at least somewhat.

3. Avoid 'conflict-reducing’ techniques such as majority vote,
averaging or trading-in reaching your decision.

4. View differences of opinion as a help rather than a
hindrance in decision-making.
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